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Q: Write a factcheck of the following claim using the scientific publications. Mention these 

publications in the factcheck when you give arguments, percentages or estimates, and also list the 

same sources below the factcheck under "Sources". For writing style follow a similar layout of the 

factcheck given in Style Example: headline, lead (80 words summary), claim, verdict, source of 

verdict, why is this true / not true, conclusion, sources. Give a balanced perspective of the evidence, 

instead of just saying the claim is true or false. Start the evaluation of the evidence with a brief and 

simple account of the mechanisms and molecules that are supposed to be at play. Be concise but use 

easy to understand language. This is the claim [Drinking a 330 ml can of soda every day increases the 

risk of type 2 diabetes by 20 percent ] 

Claude:  

Here is a draft factcheck of the claim "Drinking a 330 ml can of soda every day increases the risk of 

type 2 diabetes by 20 percent": 

 

No single food causes diabetes 

The claim that drinking a can of soda per day raises diabetes risk by 20% is an oversimplification. The 

evidence suggests soda likely contributes to higher diabetes risk but many factors are at play. 

Claim: Drinking a 330 ml can of soda every day increases the risk of type 2 diabetes by 20 percent. 

Verdict: Misleading  

Source of Claim: The claim likely refers to evidence from prospective cohort studies on soda intake 

and diabetes risk. However, the precise risk estimate is not supported. 

Evaluation of Evidence: Type 2 diabetes arises from the body's inability to properly use insulin to 

regulate blood sugar levels. Excess body weight and poor diet are major risk factors. Soda provides 

simple sugars and calories with little nutritional benefit. The excess calories can contribute to weight 

gain, while the large amounts of rapidly absorbed sugars affect insulin response and inflammation. 

However, soda is not consumed in isolation - overall diet patterns and lifestyle factors like exercise 

also play key roles.  

Prospective cohort studies following people over time have associated higher soda intake with 

increased diabetes risk. A 2015 meta-analysis of 17 cohort studies found an 18% higher risk per 

serving per day of soda before adjusting for body mass index (BMI), and 13% higher after adjusting 

for BMI. This suggests weight gain explains part of the soda-diabetes link. However, a 20% higher risk 

with a 330 ml daily serving is not specifically supported. Additionally, cohort studies show association 

not causation. Clinical trials assessing intermediate risk factors provide biological support but are 

limited by short follow-up.  

Conclusion: The claim overstates the strength of evidence on precise diabetes risk from soda alone. 

The evidence does suggest regular soda intake likely contributes to higher diabetes risk through 

excess calories, high glycemic load, and other mechanisms. But many lifestyle factors are at play, not 

just single dietary components.  
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